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LEADER OVERVIEW

Volume Overview—Believing Is Seeing

In these sessions, the kids will learn that God loves everyone. When we listen to and obey God,
others can be impacted, and great things can happen. This requires trust that God knows what
is best and His timing is perfect. When we trust God, He helps us get through every situation.

SESSION 1: Jonah Goes to Nineveh— SESSION 2: Daniel in the Lions’ Den—
Jonah 1:1-2; 3:1 to 4:2 Daniel 6:10-27

Faith Fact: God loves everyone. Faith Fact: God listens when | pray.
SESSION 3: Esther and the King— SESSION 4: Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall—
Esther 4:10 to 5:4 Nehemiah 2:11-20

Faith Fact: God knows what’s best. Faith Fact: God wants me to trust Him.

SESSION OVERVIEW

@\ @ Q inthis session, preschoolers will discover that God listens when they pray.
%% Prayer can be a difficult concept for a preschooler to comprehend. Having
DANIEL a conversation with someone they can’t see or touch can seem foreign.
LN TR E @ Godisalways there with us. He is listening and communicating. He is just
waiting for us to start the conversation. Help your preschoolers know that
it doesn’t matter where they are, who they are, or what they are doing;
% »r L

God listens when they pray.

Bible Lesson Faith Fact
Daniel in the Lion’s Den God listens when | pray.
Daniel 6:10-27
Faith Verse

2 Corinthians 5:7 (NLT)
For we live by believing and not by seeing.

Bible Engagement Project Preschool curriculum is connected with the intentional, yearlong
ministry strategy for kids available at KidminRoadmap.com.
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Listen Preschool

PREPARING FOR THE SESSION

Daniel and the Lions’ Den| Volume 6 Session 2

| You Will Need
Preservice Activities

Blankets or anything that can be used to
make a lions’ den

Chairs

Stuffed lions and cats

Animal crackers

Large Group

Bible

Worship songs (Song suggestions: “Jump
Around” by KidSpring; “Faithful” by Gate-
way Kids Worship; “Jump into the Light”
by Jana Alayra; “Ready Set Go” by Yancy
& Little Praise Party)

For groups not using a phone or tablet
only, add:

Projector or TV

Laptop

Countdown 5-Minute Video.

Theme Intro Video

Faith Verse Slide or Motion Graphic
Bible Lesson Video A

Bible Lesson Video B

Faith Fact Sound video (bell ringing)
Faith Fact Slide or Motion Graphic
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Small Group

Small Group Activity Page 1, one per kid,
plus one for a sample

Small Group Activity Page 2, one per four
kids, plus one for a sample

Crayons

Scissors

Tape

Items that are easy to guess what they
are by touch

Bag that you can’t see through

Getting Ready
Preservice Activities

Set out toys and snacks.

Create a lions’ den out of blankets and
chairs.

Place toy lions and cats in the den

Large Group

Download videos and slides if needed.
Select worship song(s) and have them
ready to play.

Small Group

Print copies of the Small Group Activity
Page 1, one per kid plus one for a sam-
ple.

Print copies of the Small Group Activity
Page 2, one per four kids plus one for a
sample.

Cut out the lions on Small Group Activ-
ity Page 2.

Make a sample of the Activity Page. Cut
apart the smiling lions. Color both
pictures. Tape a smiling lion on top of
the angry lion.

Check out all the promotional and extra media files available for this theme. To access Bible
Engagement Project from a computer, visit App.BibleEngagementProject.com.
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PRESERVICE ACTIVITIES (0 minutes)

See what’s needed at the beginning of the session.

Bible Story Warm-Up
Welcome kids and invite them to check out the lions’ den. As kids play with the toys, ask ques-
tions like these to introduce the Bible story:

What does it mean to pray?
Where do you normally pray?
Can God hear me when | pray?

Snack: Animal Crackers
As the kids are eating the snack, share the following:

Today, we are learning about a man named Daniel who refused to stop praying. He knew how
important it was to pray to God because God listens when | pray. Daniel ended up in a lions’
den like this filled with hungry lions! Do you think he was scared? (Group response) He may
have been, but he still trusted God. Guess what? Daniel knew that God heard him when he
prayed. Later, we will learn more.

Free Play
Any extra time can be spent playing with toys.

LARGE GROUP (25 Minutes)

See what’s needed at the beginning of the session.

INTRODUCTION

e Optional: Play the Countdown 5-Minute Video.
e Use this time to pick up toys and transition to the large group area.
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Welcome

Hi, kids! My name is . 1 am so excited to see you today. Who is excited to learn
about God? How can we learn about God? (Hold up the Bible.) That’s right! We learn about God
from His Word, the Bible.

Each story in the Bible tells us something about God. Today, we are going to learn that God lis-
tens when | pray. If you are ready to start, look at me with a giant telescope. (Make two circles
with your hands and place them both over one eye like you are using a telescope.) | see lots of
kids looking at me through their telescopes. Everyone must be ready.

e Play the Theme Intro Video.
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BIBLE TIME I Daniel in the Lions’ Den (Daniel 6:10-27)

Bible Video A
When we’re together, we can learn something fantastic from God’s Word. It’s important that
we take time to see what the Bible is teaching us. Today, we are going to learn that God listens
when | pray no matter where | am. Lizzy and her grandpa will help us with that. Let’s check in
with them now.

e Play Bible Lesson Video A.

Faith Verse

You did a great job helping Lizzy and Grandpa say the Faith Verse with actions. Let’s say it again
together.
e Show the Faith Verse slide or Motion Graphic.
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2 Corinthians 5:7 (NLT)

For we live by
& believing and not
P by seeing.
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2 Corinthians 5:7 (NLT)
For we live by believing and not by seeing.

WORSHIP

Let’s spend some time singing songs and thanking God for listening when we pray!

Praise

Are you glad God made you and me? Wave your hands up high. (Group response)

Are you glad God made our ears to listen? Wave your hands down low. (Group response)

Are you glad God has ears to listen? Wave your hands up high. (Group response)

Who wants to thank God for listening to our prayers? Wave your hands down low. (Group re-
sponse)

Prayer
Now, let’s take time to pray and thank God for hearing us when we pray.

Dear God, thank You for always listening when we pray. No matter where we are or what is
happening, You are still listening. Amen.

Sing
Another way to give God thanks is worshipping Him by singing.
e lead the kids in singing one or two songs. See the suggestions at the beginning of the
session.
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BIBLE TIME continued I Daniel and the Lions’ Den (Daniel 6:10-27)

Faith Verse
e Show the Faith Verse Slide or Motion Graphic.
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2 Corinthians 5:7 (NLT)

For we live by
9 believing and not
by seeing.
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2 Corinthians 5:7 (NLT)
For we live by believing and not by seeing.

Bible Video B
Great job! It is so great to know that we don’t always have to see things to believe them. We
can’t see God, but we know that He is here. We know that He is listening when we pray. No
matter where we are when we pray, God is listening. Let’s check back in with Lizzy.

e Play Bible Lesson Video B.
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Response Time
Consider playing a worship song softly in the background while the kids pray.

Wow! Isn’t it amazing that God listens when we pray? God heard Daniel and protected him
from those hungry lions. Did you hear what Lizzy said? Even though Daniel couldn’t see that
God was listening to his prayer, he believed that God always heard him and would protect him.
Is there something you need to ask God for today? Let’s all pray together because we know
God listens when | pray.

e Take time to listen to the kids’ prayer requests and say a short prayer.

o Ifyour group is large, ask for kids to raise their hands if they have a sick family member,

a bump or bruise, a sick or lost pet, etc. This gives all the kids a chance to participate.
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Dear God, thank You for protecting Daniel from the hungry lions. Thank You for taking care of
me too. | am glad You always listen when | pray. Amen.

Closing
Did you have fun in our group today? We’ve heard all about how God listens when | pray no
matter where we are. We’ve worshipped God by praising, praying, and singing. We’re starting
to remember our new Faith Verse. You're incredible! Do you know why you’re incredible?
You're incredible because God loves each one of you!

e Play the Faith Fact Sound video.

FAITH FACT

God listens
when I pray.

Let’s say our Faith Fact now. God listens when | pray. Great job, friends!

Dismissal to Small Groups
Now it’s time to head to small group with your friends and do some more fun activities!
e Dismiss the kids by groups.

Leader Tip: This can be done by assigning colors to teams or by age groups. Note that some
preschoolers may not know their age. Using a colored sticker, jersey, or wristband will help
separate the kids and help identify their small groups.
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SMALL G ROU P (25 Minutes)
See the supplies and prep instructions at the beginning of the session or in each activity below.

Leader Tip: All groups can do each activity at the same time. If you choose to rotate, you will
need at least one leader per group.

Circle 1
GROUP CONNECTION
Are You Listening?
‘ You Will Need Getting Ready
No supplies are needed for this activity. No prep is needed for this activity.

Goal: To remind the kids that just like we listen to each other, God listens to us.

We are going to play a game called Are You Listening? Choose a spot to stand so you are an
arm’s length away from anyone else. (Pause for kids to move.) Now that you have chosen your
spot, don’t move until it is your turn. | am going to whisper something in the ear of one of my
friends. Then he or she will walk to another friend and tell him or her what | said. We will play
until everyone has been told the phrase. We will see if we can all listen well.
e This game is similar to a game of Telephone, but the kids walk around to tell their
friends.
e You may need to direct the kids to the next person.
e When the kids all tell you the phrase at the end, correct or not, emphasize that God al-
ways hears exactly what we pray.
e Remind the kids that God listens when | pray.
e You can play this game several times depending on your time.
e [fyou have older preschoolers, one of them could choose a phrase to start the game.
Example phrases: | will pray to God; God loves me; Daniel didn’t stop praying; Live by be-
lieving not seeing.

Circle 2
ACTIVITY PAGE TIME
Angry Lions
\ You Will Need Getting Ready
e Activity Page 1, one per kid, plus one fora | e Print copies of Activity Page 1, one per
sample kid plus one for a sample.
e Activity Page 2, one per four kids, plus one | ® Print copies of the Activity Page 2, one
for a sample per four kids plus one for a sample.
e Crayons e (Cut out the lions on Activity Page 2.
e Scissors e Make a sample of the Activity Page. Cut
e Tape apart the smiling lions. Color both
pictures. Tape a smiling lion on top of the
angry lion.
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Goal: Kids will review the Bible story when they color a scene of Daniel in the
lions’ den.

Let’s see how colorful you can make Daniel in the lions’ den.
o While the kids are coloring, ask the following questions and allow the
kids to respond.
o When Daniel prayed to God, did God listen?
o What happened when Daniel prayed?
o Has God ever answered your prayers?

e Have the kids color both Activity Page 1 and the smiling lion from Activity Page 2.
e Help the kids tape the smiling lion over the angry one on their Activity Page.

Circle 3
FEET-TO-FLOOR GAME TIME
Lions’ Den
] You Will Need Getting Ready
No supplies are needed for this activity. No prep is needed for this activity.

Goal: To remind the kids that God listens when we pray.

What did God do when Daniel was thrown into the lions’ den? (Group response) That's right! He
closed the lions’ mouths. Though Daniel may have been scared, he believed that God would
protect him. | want all of you to pretend to be a ferocious lion and roar loudly. (Pause for the
kids to roar.)

Wow! That was very ferocious! Now, | am going to stand over here, and when | turn my back to
you, start crawling and roaring toward me. When | turn to face you and say our Faith Fact, God
listens when | pray, you must freeze. If you move, you must go back to the start and try again.
Are you ready to play?

o Allow kids who reach you first to take turns being the leader.

Circle 4

HANDS-ON LEARNING

Guess the Item
] You Will Need Getting Ready
e |tems that are easy to guess what they No prep is needed for this activity.
are by touch
® Bag that you can’t see through

Goal: Kids will review the Faith Verse.
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Who remembers our Faith Verse? Let’s practice saying it all together with the actions. Repeat
after me.
e Show the Faith Verse Slide or Motion Graphic.

P e

2 Corinthians 5:7 (NLT)

For we live by
& believing and not
by seeing.
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2 Corinthians 5:7
For we live by believing and not by seeing.

Great job! We are going to play a fun game. | will put an item in this bag, and you will have to
try and guess what it is just by touching it! I’'m going to let several kids touch the item before |
ask you what it is, so don’t say anything yet.
e When putting each item in the bag, make sure not to show the item.
o Let several kids touch each item. If no one guesses the item, then allow a few more to
touch it.

You kids are good at guessing!

Even though we can’t see God, we know that He is there and listens when we pray. Remember
to be like Daniel and pray to God believing that He hears you. Before you leave today, let’s say
our Faith Fact one more time.

e Play the Faith Fact Sound video.

e Show the Faith Fact Slide or Motion Graphic.
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FAITH FACT

God listens
when I pray.

God listens when | pray. Great job, everyone!

FAITH FACT RECAP

e Display the Faith Fact Slide or Motion Graphic as parents are coming into the room.
e Maximize the time you have with your kids, so that parents see what their kids have
learned. Have the kids repeat the Faith Fact and then dismiss them to their parents.

We heard a lot today, but one of the most important things we want to remember is our Faith
Fact.

= S
FAITH FACT

God listens
when I pray.

When someone asks you, “What did you learn today?” you can respond with the Faith Fact.
Let’s say the Faith Fact together: God listens when | pray.

DISMISSAL

e Send home the Activity Page.

e Remind parents that there are Family Devotions available on the app to do with their
kid.

e Tell everyone the date and time for the next session.
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