Group Session
 Small Group Study
Volume Overview
Pursue Jesus
“If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me.” (Jeremiah 29:13)
Jesus’ offer is remarkably clear: If we look for Jesus, we’ll find Him. He’s not hiding from us, but closely connecting with Him does take us being intentional. We’re called to follow Him, to pursue Him. In this volume, we’ll look at how individuals pursued Jesus through the challenges of their circumstances. Pursuing Jesus is not only a mental exercise for personal growth, but it also means living out our faith in tangible ways: showing up, listening carefully, receiving grace, and trusting Him.
Session Overview
Show Up
Biblical Encounter: Zacchaeus Looks for Jesus (Luke 19:1–10)
Outcome: Look for ways to interact with Jesus and expect Him to transform you.
In this session, we’ll see that every relationship we have in life requires us to show up! We need to make an effort if we want to grow closer to someone. Zacchaeus showed us that the same is true in our relationship with Jesus. Our growing in Christ requires we get closer to Christ. But relationships work both ways. Jesus desires a growing relationship with us as well!
	You Will Need
	•	Large area for students to run around in
Getting Ready
	•	Game planning: The size of your group will determine how many students need to be assigned to the roles of fox, squirrels, and trees. Examples:
	•	For a group of 10 students: 1 fox, 5 squirrels, 4 students become 2 trees
	•	For a group of 20 students: 1 fox, 7 squirrels, 12 students become 6 trees
	•	First time leading Live for Youth? Look here for the Facilitator Guide.



To access the Bible Engagement Project library from a computer, visit App.BibleEngagementProject.com.

Engage
Welcome
Take this time to welcome everyone, introduce new students, learn names, and thank everyone for coming. Your friendliness here can create comfort levels that encourage student participation later.
Opening Prayer
Prayer thoughts: Thank God for the opportunity to discuss His Word with others. Thank Him for the leading of His Spirit and help in living out the gospel. Ask Him for an understanding of His Word and the strength to live it out in our daily life.
Introduction
	
QUESTION
Have you ever had a dream of being chased?



Let’s have a few of you share what was going on in your dream. (Allow students to share.)
Throughout the Gospels, we see how Jesus connected with people. One might even say He chased some of them. This “chasing” shows His love for us and His desire to have a relationship with us. The story of Zacchaeus is a bit different in that we see someone taking great steps to position himself to see Jesus. We’ll look further at how Zacchaeus did that, but let’s play a game before we get started.
Group Activity
Fox and Squirrels
	You Will Need
	•	Large area for students to run around in
Getting Ready
	•	Game planning: The size of your group will determine how many students need to be assigned to the roles of fox, squirrels, and trees. Examples:
	•	For a group of 10 students: 1 fox, 5 squirrels, 4 students become 2 trees
	•	For a group of 20 students: 1 fox, 7 squirrels, 12 students become 6 trees



Let’s have some fun with a game called Fox and Squirrels. We’re going to divide into three groups: trees, squirrels, and foxes. The object is for the fox to pursue and catch the squirrels by tagging them. First, I need someone to be the fox. The fox will try to catch the squirrels.
•	Decide who will be the fox. For a large group or playing area, you might want to choose a second fox.
The rest of you will be the squirrels and trees. About one-third of you will be squirrels, and two-thirds of you will be trees. If you’re a tree, you’ll face a partner, join hands, and lift your arms above your head.
•	Divide the group so that there are at least two more squirrels than trees.
•	Have the trees scatter around the playing area.
Squirrels, when you’re in a tree, you’re safe from the fox. But if you’re a squirrel hiding in a tree and another squirrel tags you, you must leave that tree and run to another one to escape the fox. Squirrels, go find a tree.
•	Some squirrels won’t have a tree to go to.
There’s one more rule. When a squirrel is caught by the fox, both the squirrel and one tree have to leave the game. This means there will be fewer trees for the squirrels who are still left in the game. The game ends when there is only one squirrel remaining. Ready?
•	Every time a squirrel is tagged, choose a tree to leave the game at the same time.
•	Play again if you have time and the students enjoyed it. The last squirrel left becomes the fox for the next game.
Like the fox in the game, we can take action to get closer to Jesus. The good news is that He doesn’t run from us! Instead, the Bible says Jesus loves us and wants to draw us to Him. Jesus showed us that love by dying on the Cross. Have you ever thought about the idea that Jesus wants us to pursue Him? Some people stay close to Jesus. Others attempt to run away or hide from Him like the squirrels did. Most people are somewhere in between, like the man in the Bible story we’ll talk about today. First, let’s watch this video.
Watch


Consider What the Bible Says
Ensure each student has access to a Bible, preferably the same version.
Today we’ll look at a fascinating Bible story about a crowd of people, a man who was not well-liked, and Jesus. In the chapter just before today’s Bible account, Jesus healed a blind man. In the chapter we’re looking at today, we read about a man named Zacchaeus who also couldn’t see Jesus, but in a much different way. Let’s look at the steps he took to meet Jesus and how his life changed because he did. I also want you to notice how other people’s lives were impacted as a result, too.

Did You Know?
	Jewish tax collectors served the Roman government by collecting taxes from their fellow Jews. Typically, they earned these positions by bidding and paying to be the collector for an area. Their bidding money was recouped through their standard collections, and they made their living by adding commission on the taxes they collected. Choosing to serve the oppressive Roman government already made them unliked. But the fact that many used the authority of Rome’s backing to collect excessive amounts and become wealthy elevated them to hated status in Judea. This is why Jewish leaders often spoke negatively of them collectively and automatically considered them to be sinners.


Zacchaeus Tries to See Jesus
Read Luke 19:1–4.
	
QUESTION
How does the Bible describe Zacchaeus?



	QUESTION
Do you think Zacchaeus was popular in his community? What makes you say this?


Zacchaeus was Jewish like the people in his community. But he was also a chief tax collector for the Roman government, so he was not liked by many in his town. In addition to being very rich, we can see that Zacchaeus was quite a planner. While others tried to see Jesus by crowding around Him, Zacchaeus planned on getting the best spot in a very different way.
	
QUESTION
What step(s) did Zacchaeus take to see Jesus?



	QUESTION
Do you think he was eager to see Jesus or just curious? What makes you think this?



We can’t be sure what motivated Zacchaeus to pursue Jesus that day, but we do know that he didn’t give up when the crowd got in his way. While we won’t need to climb a tree to see Jesus, we can pursue Him like Zacchaeus did.
	
QUESTION
What are some of the steps you have taken to pursue Jesus?


Jesus Plans to Visit Zacchaeus
Read Luke 19:5–7.
This must have been an incredible encounter for Zacchaeus! Jesus stopped at the tree, looked up, and called Zacchaeus by name. Then Jesus invited himself to Zacchaeus’s house.
	
QUESTION
What do you remember about your first encounter with Jesus—the first time you heard about Jesus?


Zacchaeus’s encounter with Jesus happened in front of a lot of people. We know there must have been a fairly large crowd because Zacchaeus couldn’t see Jesus over them. For us, we can think about the crowd as those who keep us from seeing Jesus, too.
	
QUESTION
What did the crowd think of Jesus inviting himself to Zacchaeus’s home? How did they describe Zacchaeus?



	QUESTION
How would you describe the crowd that attempts to block Jesus from our lives today?


Neither Jesus nor Zacchaeus let the crowd stop them from spending time together, and we shouldn’t either. Zacchaeus quickly took Jesus to his house. He made it a priority to be with Jesus.
	
QUESTION
How can we position ourselves to spend time with Jesus when the crowd makes it difficult?


Jesus Knows Us Personally
	
QUESTION
What do you think it meant to Zacchaeus for Jesus to call him out by name?



It’s a great feeling when someone important to you remembers your name. In this case, we don’t know for sure how Jesus knew Zacchaeus’s name. Maybe Zacchaeus was known by reputation because of his stature. Maybe he and Jesus had engaged previously since Jesus was known as a friend of tax collectors (Luke 7:34). It’s also possible that Jesus knew his name supernaturally. There are multiple times in the ministry of Jesus that He utilized supernatural knowledge.
Regardless of how He knew, Jesus calling Zacchaeus by name shows a special connection with Zacchaeus. He was more than an anonymous face above the crowd. The same is true for us. Jesus knows us and wants to be in our life. We often tell others to invite Jesus into their life in order to be saved. Here we see Jesus respond by inviting himself into Zacchaeus’s life.
	
QUESTION
How should this idea of Jesus inviting himself into our life change how we view Him?


By calling Zacchaeus by name, Jesus made the point that even before we invite Him into our life, He wants to be in our life. In our Bible story, Jesus walked right up to Zacchaeus and talked to him. But Jesus doesn’t walk around today as He did in the days of Zacchaeus.
	
QUESTION
How do you think Jesus shows up in our life today?


The Bible reveals that we can see how the Holy Spirit helps with this now. He speaks to us when we pray, read our Bible, listen to a sermon, or are just going through life. He convicts us when we sin by doing something that displeases Jesus. He may inspire a friend to encourage us. He can give us direction in life and might even speak to us through a vision or dream like happened in the Bible. Most importantly, He continually invites us to pursue a relationship with Jesus, even if we’re not aware of it.
	
QUESTION
How should knowing the Holy Spirit wants to speak to us change the way we live our life for God?


Zacchaeus’s Life Is Changed by Jesus
Read Luke 19:8–10.
Zacchaeus stood before the Lord Jesus in verse 8. Zacchaeus had simply responded to Jesus’ invitation to come over to his house. He probably had no idea that his life was about to take a dramatic turn as he faced what needed to change.
	
QUESTION
What did Zacchaeus promise to Jesus in verse 8?



	QUESTION
Why is it important that Zacchaeus immediately told Jesus what he was going to do?



	QUESTION
How can sharing our promised change with others help us live out our faith more effectively?



Jesus heard Zacchaeus’s promises, and the crowd did as well. This must have been an incredible thing for the crowd to witness. As a result, Zacchaeus had immediate accountability for the change in his life. We all need accountability in our life. Sharing with others reminds us of our promise to change. It can also serve as a witness to others of what God is doing in and through our life.

	

QUESTION
Have you ever made a promise to Jesus to make things right in your life like Zacchaeus did? Did you follow through on your promise?



	QUESTION
How does making changes others can see show what Jesus is doing inside us?


Jesus responded to Zacchaeus’s promises by proclaiming that salvation had come to him. Zacchaeus pursued Jesus by making sure Jesus noticed him. Then he responded with joy when Jesus wanted to spend time with him. Best of all, we know that he decided to pursue Jesus with his life beyond that moment. Verse 10 reminds us that seeking and saving people like Zacchaeus is the main reason Jesus came to earth.
	
QUESTION
In what ways do you believe the Holy Spirit may have been at work in this encounter?



Reflect
Look for ways to interact with Jesus, and expect Him to transform you.
One of the main things we can get from this encounter is how being close to Jesus will transform us. Zacchaeus took several steps to interact with Jesus. This encounter eventually led to a transformation in Zacchaeus’s life. As we look for ways to interact with Jesus ourself, we’ll see more meaningful transformation in our life too.
Note that Jesus fully embraced each attempt Zacchaeus made to interact with Him. Jesus embraced Zacchaeus in front of the crowd, risking what others thought of Him. This shows us that Jesus was more concerned about Zacchaeus’s salvation than He was about His own reputation (Luke 19:9–10).
Listen to God
Let’s pause and listen to what God might want to say to us about what we’ve read and shared. Answering the following questions is completely voluntary. These questions are meant to serve as a conversation between you and God. However, you may want to share your response with the group, but no one should feel obligated.
•	Optional: Pause for a few moments of silent reflection before asking students if they want to share. Sharing your response may also be helpful to students.
	
QUESTION
Do you take steps to regularly interact with Jesus? Why or why not?



	QUESTION
In what ways can we interact with Jesus in a meaningful way?


•	Answers might include: engaging in daily devotions, going to church, hanging out with other Christians, praying, stopping a sinful activity, reading the Bible, etc.
	
QUESTION
Do you expect Jesus to change you as you spend time with Him? Why or why not?



Zacchaeus’s interactions with Jesus show us that when we spend time with Him, we will be changed. As you spend time with Jesus this week, ask Him to show you an area of your life that needs to change. Then it’s up to you to put those changes into action.
	Salvation Opportunity
Include this if you think there may be some in the group who do not have a personal relationship with Jesus.
Maybe you’re here and haven’t taken even that first step to interact with Jesus. Or maybe you’ve walked away from that relationship and need to come back. Pursuing Jesus starts with choosing to have a relationship with Him. God sent Jesus to save you and me because He loves us. Jesus knows everything about us, including the choices we’ve made. Yet He still wants to have a relationship with us and lead us toward the amazing future He has created for us.
Is there anyone here that we can pray for who doesn’t have a relationship with Jesus or wants to renew their relationship with Him?
Take a moment to acknowledge those who respond, and thank them for their desire to make things right between themselves and God. Pray with them as you close in prayer or after the group time is over. Following group time, talk more about where they are in their walk with God and how you might be able to help.



Activate
What can we learn from Zacchaeus and his response to Jesus? When Zacchaeus told Jesus he would help the poor and pay back four times as much if he had cheated anyone, he likely did so in front of others. He put his reputation on the line as someone who follows through on his commitment.
Let’s go around and briefly share the one thing we’re willing to do to demonstrate our faith to others. This can serve as a time of accountability, a challenge to others, and a way to encourage each other to step out in action.
•	Share your response to this challenge.
•	Give each student time to share with the group.

Conclusion
Zacchaeus is a great example of how Jesus took His time with one person in order to bring salvation to him. Jesus didn’t seem to be in a hurry because He even took time to go to Zacchaeus’s home. This gives us a glimpse into a loving Savior who truly pursues us. Jesus is always looking for us and calling us by name.
Prayer
Jesus, there have been many times when You were chasing us, and we weren’t even aware of it. Thank You for everything You’ve done to connect with us. We’re glad that You came to earth to seek and save those who are lost, like we all once were. We pray that those who need to know You would pursue You and receive You into their life. In Your name, we pray. Amen.
Dismissal
There are personal devotions provided for you on the Bible Engagement Project app. These allow you to pursue Jesus and learn more about what we discussed. Connect with me after we’re done here if you need help with the app. I look forward to seeing each of you next time as we continue our journey through God’s Word.
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