Group Session
 Small Group Study
Volume Overview
Be Different
Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. (Romans 12:2)
Christians have long understood that we live and walk a fine line. We are to be in the world—all things to all people, as Paul put it—yet not of the world. God’s people have always been a chosen people, holy and set apart from the world’s ways. To pull it off, to be truly different, means we must each hold fast to the truth, speaking it when needed, all while humbling ourself and faithfully serving others.
Session Overview
Humble Yourself
Biblical Encounter: Party Guests Discover the Best Seat (Luke 14:1, 7–15)
Outcome: Become first by humbly putting others first.
In this session, we’ll look at living life differently from the world through serving others. Jesus reinforced this idea in many Bible passages. He came not to be served, but to serve (Mark 10:45). He washed His disciples’ feet as a lasting reminder of serving others (John 13:1–17). Today we’ll look at what Jesus taught party guests about which seat at the table is really the best one. As we humble ourself and put others first, we’ll become more like Jesus and a better reflection of Him.
	
You Will Need
	•	Chairs, one per person
	•	Recorded music and a means to play it
Getting Ready
	•	Place one chair per student in a circle with seats facing out.
	•	First time leading Live for Youth? Look here for the Facilitator Guide.



To access the Bible Engagement Project library from a computer, visit App.BibleEngagementProject.com.

Engage
Welcome
Take this time to welcome everyone, introduce new students, learn names, and thank everyone for coming. Your friendliness here can create a comfort level that encourages student participation later.
Opening Prayer
Prayer thoughts: Thank Jesus for calling us to do greater things with our life. Ask Him to help everyone present to live purposefully for Him and to grow in caring for others. Ask Him to lead everyone to better follow the example He set for us. Thank Him for all who are present and ask Him to guide a great discussion.
Introduction
	
QUESTION
Have you ever been in a situation that embarrassed you? If it’s safe to share, tell us about it.


· Consider sharing a story about a time when you were embarrassed to get things going.
Chances are, we’ve all been embarrassed by something in life. Maybe your words didn’t come out like you wanted, or you fell down in front of a crowd. Those kinds of things can make us feel humiliated. Similar to that, we can also feel humbled in a negative sort of way. This could happen when you compete with someone a lot better than you at something like a sport, an instrument, or your grades.
In embarrassing and humbling situations, we choose how we respond. One choice we can make is to be different from those around us. We could willingly humble ourself and put others first, to give them the better seat, so to speak. Today we’ll look at a time Jesus encouraged putting others first.
Group Activity
Musical Chairs
	You Will Need
	•	Chairs, one per person
	•	Recorded music and a means to play it
Getting Ready
	•	Place one chair per student in a circle with seats facing out.



Today’s activity is an old favorite: Musical Chairs. Here’s how we’ll play. Each of you will stand in front of a chair. When the music is played, you’ll begin moving around the outside of the chairs in the same direction. When the music stops, each of you must sit down in a chair. But first, I’m going to remove one of the chairs.
•	Remove one of the chairs from the circle.
Now, one person will be left without a place to sit when the music stops. That person will be out of the game. Then I’ll remove another chair, again leaving one more student than the number of chairs. We’ll keep playing until we’re down to two students and one chair. The last student to sit down when the music stops is the winner. Let’s play.
•	Start the music and have students move around the chairs.
•	After each round, have the student who is still standing leave the circle.
•	Remove a chair and play again until the last round.
Thanks for playing! Today we’ll look at a Bible story that’s centered on sitting down in a crowd. Like playing this game, some of the guests in our story attempted to get a good seat before someone else did. Then Jesus put a twist on things. If we played the game His way, not hurrying to get a seat would make you a winner. The last ones would be first. Before we find out more about that, let’s watch this video.
Watch


Consider What the Bible Says
Ensure each student has access to a Bible, preferably the same version.
In today’s passage, Jesus was eating at a Pharisee’s house, and we know the host wasn’t the only Pharisee present at the meal. Pharisees were religious leaders during the days of Jesus. They often wanted others to notice how they lived, to be seen as important, you might say. On the other hand, Jesus came teaching a different way to live for God. For this reason, the Pharisees were often watching Jesus and trying to trap Him.
Did You Know?
	The word translated as hospitality in the New Testament has a level of depth that’s easy to miss. It’s the Greek word philoxenos, a combination of the words philos, which means “to love” and xenos, which means foreigner or stranger. In Bible times, hospitality was not limited to just caring for your friends. It often included caring for those you didn’t know. God specifically commanded this of His people in Deuteronomy 10:19 which says, “So you, too, must show love to foreigners, for you yourselves were once foreigners in the land of Egypt.”


Jesus Dined with a Leader
Read Luke 14:1, 7.
	
QUESTION
Why do you think people want to sit in places of honor?



	QUESTION
Do you think the Pharisees wanted to hear Jesus’ advice? Why or why not?


Most of the Pharisees didn’t believe Jesus was the Son of God, so they sometimes tried to test Him by asking tricky questions. They were jealous of Jesus and how the people loved Him. The Pharisees sought the best seats in their religious services and enjoyed receiving attention from people. The same seemed to be true at this party. In Jesus’ day, often there were special seats at big meals. Usually, they were close to the host and reserved for the most important guests. Jesus just watched as these guests did their best to get the good seats. That scene set the stage for what He wanted to tell them.
Jesus Gave the Guests Some Advice
The Pharisees probably didn’t care much about what Jesus had to say, but He told them a parable anyway.
	
QUESTION
Does anyone know what a parable is?


In simple terms, a parable is a saying or story that illustrates a spiritual truth. Jesus was a master at telling parables. Rather than coming out and telling others how to live, He often told parables, so people would compare what He said to their heart. Jesus gave the following parable that was very similar to their current situation. He told about being invited to a feast.
Read Luke 14:8–11.
	
QUESTION
How do you think the Pharisees reacted to what Jesus shared?


Jesus’ parables were a way for people to look at their life and consider making changes. It’s one thing for someone to tell you how you must live. It’s sometimes more effective when you hear or see something that challenges you to live a better life. Then you determine to change on your own. Jesus often taught in this manner. Stories today can still work much like parables did in the days of Jesus.
	
QUESTION
Have you ever heard a story that made an impact on your life? Can you share a bit of it with us?


Jesus used a parable to encourage those at the dinner to honor other people and put them first.
	
QUESTION
Have you ever purposely put someone first in some way? What did you do?



	QUESTION
Why is it better to live humbly rather than to live seeking honor from others?


Jesus Shared the Outcome of Living a Humble Life
Jesus then turned to the Pharisee host who invited Him to the party. Jesus gave him some straightforward advice. We don’t know if all the other guests could hear or not, but Jesus gave a clear picture of His heart for people. In life, we can be tempted to do something for someone because we hope they will do something for us in return. But Jesus showed the host and us that isn’t what we should do.
Read Luke 14:12–15.
	
QUESTION
Who did Jesus say not to invite?



	QUESTION
Do you think Jesus was saying a host should never invite friends or relatives? Why or why not?



	QUESTION
Who did Jesus say we should invite?



	QUESTION
What do you think is Jesus’ point behind suggesting to invite people who are poor or disabled?



Remember, Jesus told parables like this to make a point. Jesus wants us to put others first in our life. It doesn’t mean we can’t invite those we know and love. But His followers should consider others first, especially those who can’t repay us.
	
QUESTION
How would you retell this parable using a situation you might face today?


People Responded to Jesus’ Teaching
After Jesus told a parable, people often responded to His teaching. In verse 15, one of the dinner guests shouted what a blessing it would be to be at the banquet in the kingdom of God.
	
QUESTION
What do you think changed this guest’s perspective to make him say this in front of the Pharisees?


It’s possible that this guest understood to some degree the message Jesus had shared with the group. Putting others first in this life is key to being the kind of person God would invite to a great banquet in His kingdom.
	
QUESTION
Why can putting others first and giving them the place of honor be so difficult to do?


Be First by Living Last
The apostle Paul also encouraged us to live humbly. Let’s read what he wrote about it to a group of Christians in the church at Philippi.
Read Philippians 2:1–4.
	
QUESTION
How did Paul define living humbly?



	QUESTION
What do you think it means to take an interest in others?



	QUESTION
What do you think it looks like to think of others as better than yourself?


Unlike Jesus, Paul’s approach to teaching people was often to come right out and tell them how to live. While he didn’t use parables like Jesus, Paul did give the same message as Jesus. Live in humility. Don’t be selfish. Put others first. In other words, Paul was challenging us to have the same attitude as Jesus does.
	
QUESTION
How do you think the world would be different if all of us had this attitude?



Reflect
Become first by humbly putting others first.
Over the last few moments, we’ve discussed what it looks like to humbly put others first in our life. Of course, this is so much easier to talk about than to do. Perhaps that’s why Jesus told this parable to the Pharisees. After all, the Pharisees were religious leaders who wanted to live by high standards. They thought they were better at living that out than everyone else. Jesus told them how wrong their thinking really was.
Jesus demonstrated to everyone how to live by putting the interests of others before His own. He never tried to impress anyone. Rather Jesus showed His great love for us through His life and death. And we should have the same attitude as Jesus: To be humble and think of others as better than ourself.
Listen to God
Let’s take time to consider how our life demonstrates what we’ve learned from the Bible. These questions are meant to serve as a conversation between you and God. Sharing your responses with the group is completely voluntary.
•	Pause for a few moments of silent reflection before asking students if they want to share.
	
QUESTION
Is it easy or difficult for you to put others first in your life? Why do you say this?



	QUESTION
Who is someone in your life who you would struggle to put first? Why?



	QUESTION
What are a few new ways you can begin to put others first?



Activate
Let’s do our best to put the teaching Jesus shared in this parable into practice. It still applies to our life today even though it was written a long time ago. Choose one thing you can do this week to put others first in your life. It may be letting someone go in front of you in the line at lunch. Maybe it’s helping someone who didn’t ask for help or telling a person they did a great job at something. Maybe it’s inviting someone to join you next time we meet together.
	
QUESTION
What’s one thing you plan to do this week to put others first?



Conclusion
Putting others first is difficult, for sure. We live in a world where everyone seems to want attention and praise. But having this type of attitude can truly corrupt our life and damage our witness as a follower of Jesus. The challenge to each of us is to live humbly and unselfishly throughout our life.
	Salvation Opportunity
Include this if you think there may be some in the group who do not have a personal relationship with Jesus.
Jesus didn’t just talk about serving others: He did it. Jesus demonstrated how He put others first throughout His life on earth. As the Son of God, He came to earth, was born in humble surroundings, lived a human life, and died for the sins of others. He did all that and more in order to put you and me first.
Is anyone here that we can pray for who doesn’t have a relationship with Jesus or wants to renew their relationship with Him?
Take a moment to acknowledge those who respond and thank them for their desire to make things right between themselves and God. Pray with them as you close in prayer or after the group time is over. Following group time, talk more about where they are in their walk with God and how you might be able to help.


Prayer
Jesus, thank You for teaching us to live differently. Help us to live humbly and put others’ interests ahead of our own. Remind us to treat others as more important than ourself. We pray that You would show us who to serve. Be with our families and friends, and help them with everything they are going through, too. In Your name, we pray. Amen.
Dismissal
Let me challenge you in two ways before we go. First, remember to serve others in specific ways this week. Second, don’t let the only time you open your Bible be in our group discussions. Take time with Jesus each day. Remember to open the Bible Engagement Project app and do the personal devotions. Learn to grow on your own as you go through these devotions. See you next time.
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